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PHL344, Essay 1 (500-750 words) 
Due: October 13 

 
Prompt. You have two options. (i) Explain and evaluate one of the arguments listed 
below. (ii) Explain and evaluate one argument of your choosing from one of our readings 
so far. (Note: If you opt for (ii), be sure that the argument you choose is, like the 
arguments below, a main argument in the text; you may also want to run it by me 
before writing.)  
 
Further instruction. Both options require you to explain an argument—that is, to 
identify the premises used to support the relevant conclusion, and to explain how those 
premises support that conclusion. I do not recommend doing this explicitly; that is, you 
needn’t write in the following manner: ‘Premise 1 of the argument is…’ Just be sure 
that, in explaining the argument, you provide the reasons why the author thinks we 
ought to believe the conclusion. Then evaluate that argument. Is the author correct that 
those reasons do in fact entail the conclusion? If not, explain where the author’s 
reasoning goes astray. Roughly half of your paper should be devoted to explaining the 
argument, and roughly half to evaluating it.  

Other things you might consider doing in your paper: providing relevant 
background (e.g., if you were writing on Marks, concisely explaining why someone might 
think emotions were beliefs in the first place, as a way of motivating his argument 
against that position); anticipating, and responding to, objections to your evaluation of 
the argument; if you argue that the argument fails, considering how, if at all, the 
argument might be fixed to avoid your objection (or considering how the author might 
respond to your criticism). I say ‘you might consider’ because, while I can imagine 
excellent papers that do one or several of these things, I can also imagine excellent 
papers that do none of them.  

Note that you should include only the information that is necessary to explain 
the author’s argument or argue against it. Do not summarize any other parts of the 
paper.   
 
Submission. Submit your essay on Blackboard (follow the ‘Essay 1’ link). Make sure it is 
in .doc or .docx format (or a similar format that Microsoft Word will open). Save your 
paper as ‘lastnamefirstinitial.phl344.essay1.nameofauthoryou’rewritingon’ (example: 
stumpj.phl344.essay1.goldie). At the top of your paper, specify the number of words in 
it (e.g., “Words: 523”). Do not go over the word limit. One goal of this is to give you 
practice at writing concisely about complicated ideas.  
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Evaluation criteria. Your essay will be evaluated based on whether (i) it is clearly and 
concisely written, where ‘clearly’ means that your points are immediately 
comprehensible, and ‘concisely’ means that each sentence is necessary for the larger goal 
of your paper and few words are wasted, (ii) its writing is grammatical, (iii) it is well 
structured, that is, it makes obvious sense why you’ve arranged your paragraphs in the 
order that you have, (iv) it accurately explains the relevant argument, and (v) it 
evaluates the argument intelligently.  
 
Arguments.  
 
#1. Nussbaum’s argument for the thesis that judgments are fully constitutive of emotions 
(in contrast to partly constitutive or merely necessary or sufficient external causes). See 
especially pgs. 190-1 and 195.  
 
#2. Marks’ argument against the thesis that emotions are judgments. See especially pgs. 
230-33.  
 
#3. Goldie’s argument against the thesis that emotions are belief/desire sets. See especially 
pgs. 15-7 of the pdf.  
 
#4. Tappolet’s argument for the thesis that emotions are perceptions. See pgs. 10-14 of the 
pdf and especially 10-12. (Note that she argues for this thesis in part by drawing several 
analogies between emotions and sensory perceptions. If you choose this topic, do not list or 
discuss all of the analogies. Rather, focus on her argument that relies on the distinction 
between conceptual and non-conceptual content.)  


