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PHL273, Essay 3 (1250-1500 words) 
Due: Friday, April 7 

 
Prompt 
 
Answer one of the three following questions.  
 
1) Who should be most responsible for addressing the problem of climate change?  
 
2) Does the Non-Identity Problem show that continuing to emit excessive greenhouse 
gases is not morally wrong?  
 
3) Which of the following two approaches is better at deciding whether we act wrongly 
when, as individuals, we increase GHG emissions (whether, for example, by driving or 
consuming disposable goods)—a calculative approach, or a non-calculative, character-
based approach?  
 

Further instruction 
 
The main task of your essay is to defend an answer to one of the above questions. You 
will thus want to give an argument for your answer and defend it against objections. In 
doing so, you should engage with material covered in lecture. However, your essay 
should not simply rehearse that material; it should also make some original 
contribution, whether that is a new argument for a conclusion we have already seen, an 
extension of some argument past what we have done with it already, a new and better 
objection than we have considered so far, the presentation of an argument in a new 
light, a new argument for a new conclusion, etc.  
 
Structure 
 
As before, your introductory paragraph should state what you are going to argue 
and roughly how you are going to argue for it.  
 
Consider devoting your first body paragraph to explaining any background 
information necessary for your argument. I emphasize necessary for your argument; you 
should not include any details that you do not need to make your argument work.  
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Another good use of the first body paragraph is to state the most obvious answer to the 
relevant question (or the most common intuition regarding it), motivate that answer, 
and then explain how your argument relates to it. Will you be arguing against it? Or 
will you be defending it?  
 
As for the rest of the essay, you should dedicate it to two main tasks: developing 
your own argument, and responding to objections. You should go about these two tasks 
in the most straightforward way. For some of you, that may mean first developing your 
entire argument and then considering and responding to objections. For others, it may 
mean developing your argument in steps and responding to objections along the way.  
 
As before, a conclusion is not necessary. But sometimes conclusions make sense. 
Especially if your argument is complicated, a conclusion can be a good place to state 
very clearly to the reader what you argued for and why it is plausible. (It can also be a 
good place to state what you did not argue for, if you are worried about being 
misinterpreted.) Alternatively, it can be a good place to muse on the broader 
significance of your argument.   
 

Tips 
 
My main tip is for you to plan your essay in detail before you begin writing. More 
specifically, you should write out the main premises of your argument, think carefully 
about whether they entail your conclusion, and revise them if they do not. Similarly, 
you should try to come up with the strongest objection to your argument, make very 
clear in your own mind exactly what it is and how it conflicts with what you say, and 
then state precisely what your response to it will be—all before you begin writing. Each 
question asks you to think about complicated territory, and the successful essay will 
navigate this territory in a straightforward and intuitive way. It will also not overlook 
any reasonable objections to its arguments.  
 
You will be benefitted by finishing a draft a few days before the essay is due, setting the 
draft aside for a day or two, then returning to it with an editorial eye, revising anything 
that is not immediately comprehensible or philosophically satisfying. It may help this 
process for you to read your draft aloud. Doing so often makes it easier to catch 
mistakes.  
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Submission 
 
Submit your essay on Blackboard (follow the ‘Essay 3’ link). Make sure it is in .doc or 
.docx format (or a similar format that Microsoft Word will open). Save your paper as 
‘lastnamefirstinitial.phl273.essay3.question#.’ Below the title, specify the number of 
words in your paper (e.g., “Words: 1323”). Do not go over the word limit. One goal of 
this activity is to give you practice at writing concisely about complicated ideas.  
 
Goals  
 
Writing this essay is meant to improve your abilities to (i) give a persuasive argument, 
(ii) respond to objections, (iii) clarify a complicated topic, and (iv) write concisely about 
complicated ideas.  
 

Evaluation criteria  
 
Your essay will be evaluated based on whether it (i) gives a coherent and compelling 
argument; (ii) considers strong objections to your argument; (iii) gives satisfying 
responses to those objections; (iv) makes good use of some ideas that we have learned so 
far; (v) is written clearly, i.e. in an immediately comprehensible manner and with good 
use of ‘signpost’ language; and (vi) wastes few words.  
 
 
 


